












baroque-inspired style rests on a gallery supported
by composite columns of marbled wood (composite
columns combine the angular Ionic volutes with
the acanthus-circled bell of the Corinthian order).

16 Flanking the second bay of the nave at the
south side is the 15th century chapel of the Van
Assendelft family. It is an oblong space with cross
vaulting. The monument in Renaissance style in
the north-east corner next to the entrance was made
after the fire of 1539. An arched niche contains
the freestone tomb on wich repose the damaged
alabaster effigies of the lord of Assendelft ( t 1486)
and his spouse Beatrix van Daelem ( t 1492). The
niche is flanked by alabaster columns and above
the couple appears the family coat-of-arms, sur­
rounded by acanthus leaves. The sixteen quarters
of the couple are depicted on the sides of the niche.
Both the composition and the quality of the figures
show a marked resemblance to the contemporary
monument of Frederik van Renesse and Anna van
Hamelen in the Great Church of Breda.
The chapel and the monument were restored in
1963. Noteworthy in this chapel are three memorial
stones (1494, 1530 and 1583) of members of the
Van Assendelft family and a tall carved Louis XV
chimney breast (dated 1760), which was installed
when the chapel was converted into a vestry. The
chimney painting, formerly part of a chimney
breast in the mayor's room of the shooting range
of S1. Sebastian, was presented by the municipal
museum of The Hague. It represents the Flight to
Egypt and was painted by the Flemish painter Tho·
mas Willeboirts, also called Bosschaert, who lived
from 1614 to 1654. This chapel also contains a
Louis XV cabinet organ surmounted by statues,
dati ng from about 1770.

In the tower are three large bells and a carillon con­
sisting of 51 bells. The largest bell is the Jhesus,
cast by Jaspar and Jan Moer in 1541 and weighing

The tower seen from the south-east, 1964

6500 kilograms. The second largest bell dates from
1647 and weighs 3300 kilograms. It was cast by
Coenraet Wegewart. The third bell was cast in 1956
by Messrs. Eijsbouts at Asten and weighs 2360 kilo·
gr;;1.ms. The S1. James bell, cast in 1570 by Henrick
van Trier and weighing 3150 kilograms, now forms
part of the carillon, as does the Salvator (650 kilo­
grams), dating from 1547. The carillon was cast in
1686 by the Antwerp bell foundry of Melchior de
Haze. Messrs. Eijsbouts restored the carillon and
provided additions between 1951 and 1956.
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By buying this brochure you support the work of
the 'Stichting Grote Kerk' for the maintenance and
proper use of the Church of St. James.
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